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Lesson Plan 6

Is Older Better?

	Themes:  Global Perspective

                 Nature affects people and cultures, as people affect nature
	Standards: Goal 1.4 Analyze the political, social, and economic responses to industrialization and technological innovations in the development of the United States.
                    Goal 1.7 Trace how natural resources and technological advances have shaped human civilization.

                      6-9 GEH 2.5.2 Analyze and give examples of the consequences of human impact on the physical environment and evaluate ways in which technology influences human capacity to modify the physical environment

	Skills: Compare and Contrast

             Critical Thinking

            Research and analysis

            
	Objectives:   Students will be able to compare and contrast the way that logging was done in the past and present and analyze the effects that both had on the environment.
                        Students will be able to create a hypothetical  logging company that they feel is the best for the environment and maximizes profit at the same time.  They will decide what kind of roll modern technology will play in this company. 

                        Students will be able to draw a conclusion about how the evolution of logging practices has affected the environment based on information presented and read in class.


Gaining Attention:


Students will answer a daily response question written on the board.  Question:  Imagine that you, all of sudden, had to live life without the internet and email.  What would you do?  How would your life be different?  How would this change the way you communicate and interact with other throughout the world?

Stimulating Recall of Prerequisite Learning:
As a class, brainstorm the reasons for logging and forestry.  These may include, prevention of fire and overgrowth, construction, land use, etc.  Discuss how the reasons have changed over time.  Write what answers  on the bored.
Presenting the Stimulus Material:  
As a class, read the article “Still Doing it the Old Fashioned Way” by Linda J. Henderson in the September 2003 issue of Idaho Magazine.  Then  read “Modern Logging Practices Are Far Less Damaging” from pushback.com.  As a class, compare and contrast how logging was done in the past and in the present.  Ask students to consider technique, technology, and the impact on the environment.
Eliciting the Desired Behavior:

Students will be asked to create their own “logging company”.  They will use the two articles read in class as resources.  They will create a name for their company and decide what type of technology they will use (past through present).  Use the computer lab to further research their choice and the techniques used.  Students will be asked to consider the environment, profit margins, and what is available to them.  They will answer questions about their company (given to them on a worksheet) and defend their choices.    
Providing Feedback:  
Upon completion of the project, we will discuss student choices as a class.  Ask them to consider if the old way of logging was really better for the environment.  What did they choose for their company?  Listen to student feedback, checking their critical thinking.
Assessing the Behavior:  
Students will hand in the description of their company along with the completed worksheet. Check here for completion of work and understanding.
Closure:  
Ask the students to write a quick answer to the following question:  In terms of the environment, do you think that older is better?  Why or why not?  Students will hand in their response as they leave class.
